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TO THE 


HE Publication of the fol- 
boring Diſcourſe, cannot, 1 
Wl 7/:nk, reaſonably give Offence 

| fo any: I might plead, as an 
=_— Apology, that it was recom- 
mended to me by ſome Friends, to whoſe 
Judgment I pay a Deference. But it 
may ſuffice to ſay, that it was neceſſary 
bereby to prevent thoſe Miſrepreſenta- 
Z10ns, to which it would otherwiſe have 
been liable, and to give many of my 
Acquaintance an Opportunity for peru- 
ſing my Reaſons for Conformity, who 
eould not be preſent at the Delivery 


of it. 

NONE can juſtly expet? to find all 
the Arguments which might be mention'd 
under each Head of Controverſy in a 


g 


ſbould be the Deſire of every good Man, 


To the READER. 


ſingle Diſeourſe: But I have ſaid ſo 
much as will, in my Opinion, fully zuſtify 
Conformity to the Church of England. 
And as I have a Cloud of Witneſſes a- 
mong ft Diſſenters of all Sorts for my 
Reputation to this Time, I hope that I 
(hall always, by Example, as well as by 
Doctrine, not only recommend the Chri/- 


tian Religion, but that Church alſo of 


which I have now the Honour to be a 


Miniſter. 


THAT God may long preſerue aud 
bleſs our Sovereign Lord King GrORGB, 
our gracious Queen CAROLINE, and all the 
Royal Family, that the Right Reverend 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, and all the 
Reverend Clergy, may by their united Eu- 
deavaurs be ſucceſsful for ſlemming the 


Tide of Irreligion aud Profaneneſs, that 


199 , © A 


under the preſent Government, Eccleſraſ* 


tical and Civil, true Piety may flour: 


as tis the daily Prayer of .the Kb 


Js 


READER's Sincere Friend. \. | 


And Servant, a 
THO. HARRISON, 


PHIL, 


EC 


SIT 2 572 

1 ; 

by PHIL. i. 20. former Part. 
* . | According to my earneſt Expectation, 
> and my Hope, that in nothing I ſhall 

] be aſhamed. 

"Y E O U ſee, without looking back 
pr to the Context, what was 
end the great Object of St. Paul's 
the PW) Concern, what his delightful 
En 3 Proſpect, amidſt all ſurrounding Diffi- 
the culties, and under thoſe Reproaches with 


which, for the Alteration of his Senti- 
* ments in Religion, the Cenſorious and 
Z Uncharitable loaded him. The Inte- 
8 grity of his Mind was his grand Sup- 

port; and a firm Perſuaſion that he had 
. 1 eſpouſed a good Cauſe, and that the 

&Z Tolls and Sufferings of his Station ſhould 
be ſucceſsful for promoting it, filled him 
Z with Comfort, and rendered — exceeds 
ing joyful in all his Tribulation. 


B Now 
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Now though there were ſome Cir- 
cumſtances, which made his Caſe to dif- 
fer from that of many other good Men, 
relating to his Office as a Miniſter, and 
the particular Situation of his Affairs, 
when he wrote this Epiſtle; yet we may 
without any Impropriety, enlarge our 
Views, and conſider, that the Temper of 
this holy Apoſtle is worthy to be uni- 
verſally ſought; and when obtain'd, to 


be moſt carcfully preſerved. Happy it 
w1ll be for us, if we can fay in his Words, 


That it is our earneſt Expectation, and 
our Hope, that in nothing we ſhall be a- 
ſhamed. Wherefore, 


THERE are three Heads of Diſcourſe, 
which claim our Attention. 


I. FIRST. The Blcfling, which was 
the Object of St. Paul's earneſt Ex- 
pectation. 


IT. SzconvLyY. The Grounds of his 
Hope. 


III. THrikDayY, 
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III. Trixpty, The Uſe we are to 
make of theſe Things, in applying 
them to ourſelves. 


I. Tu Bleſling, which the Apoſtle 
earneſtly expected, was, That in nothing 


be ſhould be aſhamed. 


SHAM=® is one of thoſe Paſſions which 
the infinitely wiſe Author of our Being 
has implanted in us; and, when under 
proper Regulations, it ſerves the moſt 
valuable Purpoles : Tis of Uſe to de- 
ter us from thoſe Actions, which would 
be the Diſgrace of our Nature, and fink 
us below the brutal World; which would 
interrupt our Felicity, diſturb our gentle 
Repoſe, and raiſe a Storm in our Breaſts, 
Tis of Uſe to invigorate us in the Pur- 
ſuit of true Virtue, which is the chief 
Glory of a reaſonable Creature, becauſe 
it gives it the moſt perfect Reſemblance 
of the Deity ; and conſequencly, it proves 
the Source of ſolid Peace, and of the 
moſt ſublime and durable Pleaſure; for 
as the Prophet Iſaiab obſerves, c. xxxii. 
v. 17. The Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall 

5 be 
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be Peace; and the Effect of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever; 
or, according to the Verſion of Jun. 
and Trem. Perpetual Security. 


Now Shame, as well as the other 
diſquieting Paſſions, operates in this 
Manner, by Virtue of that Uneaſineſs, 
which we neceſlarily feel in the Exer- 
ciſe of it: Our Minds are in Pain, 
while we upbraid ourſel ves for the Folly 
of our Conduct, upon an Apprehenſion, 
that we have juſtly forfeited the good 
Opinion of thoſe who are the Spectators 
of our Actions. And becauſe this Pain, 
will be more or leſs intenſe, according 
to the Value we fet on their Approba- 
tion, that ſurely is the moſt dreadful 
Contuſion, which ariſes from a Belief that 
the Majeſty of Heaven, our rightful ſu- 
preme Governor, has ſeen and condemned 
our Behaviour. Now Shame being thus 
uneaſy to us, we are prompted by the 
ſtrong Affection we bear to ourſelyes 
to ſhun the Practices which excite it. 


Ver it is not to be imagin'd, that the 
moſt ardent Defires, and unwearied En- 
deayours 
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deavours will be ſo ſucceſsful, as to leave 
no Room for the Exerciſe of this diſagree- 
able Paſſion: For in St. Paul, we know, 
the Chriſtian Virtues ſhone with an ama- 
zing Luſtre; and, as an Apoſtle, he la- 
bour'd more abundantly than his Bre- 
thren. So exemplary was he in his Be- 
haviour, that he feared not to propoſe 
his own Example, ſaying, Be ye Fol- 
towers of me, even as I am of Chriſt. Vet 
he confeſſed that he had not attained, 
that he was not already perfect : He was 
at ſome Diſtance from the Mark, and 
was obliged to preſs towards it, for the 
Prize of the high Calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus, his Lord. Now all the 


ſinful Infirmities which encompaſſed 


dim, were juſt Grounds of an holy Shame: 
The moſt eminent for Virtue and Piety 


may, on the Account of their Failings, 


addreſs the Divine Being in the Words 
of Ezra, I am aſbam d, and bluſh to 
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lift up my Face to thee, my God. 


Wi are not therefore to ſuppoſe 
St. Paul deſign'd to intimate in the Text, 


that his Life was free from all Errors; 
nor may we underſtand his Aſſertion in 
1 the 
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the moſt unlimited Senſe: But he could 
reflect on his general Conduct with great 
Satisfaction, and there was nothing in 
his Behaviour to excite that Shame which 
is the genuine Conſequence of a wicked, 
or of a remiſs and careleſs Temper, and 
having the Teſtimony of a good - Con- 
ſcience, amidſt all the ill Treatment he 
met with, he was not aſham'd before 
Men, nor was he confounded in the Pre- 
ſence of his Almighty Creator; and 
while he carried his Views forward into 
the other World, ſtill he was perſuaded 
of the divine Acceptance: He was con- 
fident he ſhould avoid that eternal Shame, 
which ſeizes the impious and prophane 
when they quit the Stage of Life, and 
find themſelves for ever, alas! bereav'd 
of all their Hopes, and all their Joys. 


He expected to triumph, inſtead of being 


abaſh'd, when the Elements ſhould melt 
with fervent Heat, when the Earth and 


its Works ſhould be burned up, when 


the Judge ſhould deſcend, and appear in 
all his Glory, and ſummon the ſeveral 
Nations before his awful Tribunal: Then 
while Fear, Remorſe, and Shame, and 
all the diſtreſſing Paſſions, like ſo many 
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devouring Fiends, ſhould torment the 
guilty ſelf-condemn'd Offender, he hoped 
to have the Approbation eyen of thoſe 
who had often reproached him, the Ap-. 
plauſe of Angels and Fellow-Saints, and 


the Smiles and Commendations of his 
deareſt Saviour, from whom he was to 


receive an unfading Crown, by whom he 
was to be welcom'd to an everlaſting 
Kingdom. He knew the Secrets of all 
Hearts muſt be reycald in that ſolemn 
Day, and the Springs of his Actions be 
laid open at the Bar of an omniſcient and 
impartial Judge; yet he was not diſ- 
may'd; no Fear invaded his upright Soul, 
for he was ſenſible he could endure the 
ſtricteſt Scrutiny. After the moſt deli- 
berate View of his paſt Life, and the 
moſt ſerious Proſpect of an eyer-during 
State, he could ſay, I have fought 4 
good Fight, I have finiſh'd my Cour ſe, 

1 have kept the Faith,; henceforth there 
is laid up for me a Crown of Righ- 
teouſneſs, which the Lord the righ- 


teous Judge will give (or * render to) - wry. 


me in that Day. Nor was his Hope 
like the Spider's Web; no, 't was fix'd on 
a ſure Baſis, it had the moſt ſolid Grounds, 


the 
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the View of which I propos'd for the ſe- 
cond Head of Diſcourſe. 


II. Tux Grounds of St. Paul's Hope 
were the Sincerity of his Heart, and the 
Purity of his Life. 


Wär his Temper and Conduct were, 
we may learn from the Account which is 
given of him in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
and from his ſeveral Epiſtles. 


H exerciſed himſelf herein to have 
a Conſcience void of Offence towards 
God, aud towards Man: He coveted the 
good Opinion of all Men on equitable 
Terms; their Approbation he preferr'd 
to their Cenſure, and a good Name to 
Reproach: But if to avoid the latter, and 
to obtain the former, he muſt be oblig'd 
to infringe on the Rights of Conſcience, 
and to neglect his Duty to his Maker, it 
became to him a very ſmall Matter that 
he ſhould be judg'd of Man's Judg- 
ment; he eonſider'd, that he who judged 
him, was the Lord; and he acted under 
the Influence of this 'Thought, That to 
his own Maſter he muſt ſtand or * 
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St, Leonard's, Foſter-Lane: 
He worſhipped God in the Spirit, re- 


| joiced in Chriſt Jeſus, 


and had no 


Confidence in the Fleſh ; he liv'd by the 
Faith of the Son of God, whoſe Yoke he 


had taken on him, of whom he had en- 


gag'd to learn. As the Conſequence of 


this, he was indefatigable in his Maſter's 


Work, he was patient and chearful 


. whatever he endur'd ; he fainted not un- 
der any Burdens, becauſe he looked be- 
ond temporal Things which were ſeen, 


to the great unſeen Objects of Eternity; 
he was always contented with the Allot- 
ment of Providence, knew how to be ful] 


and to be hungry, to abound, and to 


ſuffer Need; he could do all Things thro' 
Chriſt, who ſtrengthen'd him. 


: Ina Word, his Life was a moſt ex- 
:cellent Tranſcript of that beautiful Sum- 
mary which he has given us of the Goſ- 


pel, The Grace of God, which bringeth Tiwsii, 11. 
Salvation, hath appear'd to all Men, 
reaching us, that denying *Ungodlineſs 


and Worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſober = 
, righteouſly, and Godly, in this preſent 
+ Forld, looking for that bleſſed Hope. 


H \ Wherefore, 
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III. We ſhould keep this fair Exam- 
ple in View, and according to our Cir- 
cumſtances conform to it, that we may have 
the ſame well-grounded Hope at preſent 
and that in the End we may be cloath'd 
with Salvation, and not with Confuſion. - 


For this Purpoſe remember, that an 
internal Principle is the Foundation of 
all true Religion; for that Obedience 
muſt be rational, and include the Exer- 
ciſe of our nobleſt Powers, which will 
be acceptable to the Father of Spirits. 
We muſt ſerve him with a perfect Heart, 
and a willing Mind, with that Alacrity 
which ſprings from an ardent Love to 
him, as the moſt glorious and amiable 
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Being. And therefore the beſt Teacher 


that was ever ſent to inſtruct the wander- 


ing Sons of Men, and to guide their Steps 


to Immortality, has told us, that 2 ve _ 


the Lord our God with all the Heart, 


and with all the Soul, and with all the © 
Mind, is the firſt and great Command- . 
ment. And becauſe we muſt know the 
Will of God e' er we can expreſs our Love 
to him by the Obſervance of it, a ſincere 
Affection will excite us to ftudy thoſe 
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ſacred Oracles which contain our Duty, 
plainly enjoin'd, and powerfully enforc'd. 


Axp the Man of God being thus fur- 
niſh'd to all good Works, the ſame di- 
vine Principle will incline us to reduce 
our Knowledge to Practice : 'This is of 
the laſt Importance; for our Saviour ſays, 
If ye know theſe Things, happy are ye 
zf you do them: But to thoſe who know 
them, and do them not, when they cry, 
Lord, Lord, open to us, he with an an- 
gry Countenance will reply, Depart 


from me, 1 never knew you, ye Workers 
V Inzquity. And, Oh! what Confuſion 
will fill the guilty Wretches, when they 


are refuſed Admittance into the Realms 
of unmixed Light, and are dragg'd down 


by inſulting Devils, who were once their 
- Seducers, to the Regions of eyerlaſting 


To fi . | 
love © — 


LET us therefore act according to the 
Inſtructions with which the Scriptures 
furniſh us, improving in Knowledge, in 
a divine Temper, and in the Uniformity 
of our Behaviour; ſo ſhall we not be 
alhamed, Should it become neceſſary 
C2 for 
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for the Preſervation of our Integrity, and 
for the Promotion of Religion, in the beſt 
Manner in our ſelves and others, to ac- 
knowledge a Miſtake in Judgment or 
Practice ; this inſtead of being an Oc- 
caſion, of Shame 1s loyely, and of good 
Report: Yet ſhould we, on the other 
hand, quit Truth for Error, though our 
Sincerity would juſtify us in the Sight 
of God, who can require no more than 
that we judge impartially, according to 
the Evidence which appears; this is a 
Change that every good Man would be 
ſorry to make, whoſe higheſt Ambition 
is to know, and do his Maſter's Will 
in its full Extent. 


As to my own Caſe, it has been re. 
ported that the Declaration which I made 
agreed not with the Conviction of my 
Mind, and that I have nothing to ſay 
for the Change of my Principles. 


To ſilence ſuch Reports, J profeſs in 
the moſt ſolemn Manner, that my Senti- 
ments were ſtrictly conformable to the 
Account which J gave of them: And I 
ſhould think this a ſufficient Eyidence 


of 
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of it, that I quitted a very handſome 
Proviſion, without any Offer to encou- 
rage me; that I left a Congregation, of- 
whom in the general I may ſay, there 
never was a Society more kind to their 
Miniſter, who ſince our Separation, in- 


ſtead of reproaching me, have diſcoyer'd 


the moſt affectionate Regards to me. 
This Behaviour, which is not common 
in the like Caſes, though tis conforma- 
ble to the Rule of the Goſpel, has ſtill 
more endear'd them to me; yet I have 
full Satisfaction in my Procedure, and 
were I now in the ſame Circumſtance 
as when I took leave of them, I could 
not act in a different Manner. And the 
Way in which I was led to form my pre- 
ſent Judgment, I ſhall briefly ſet before 


you. 


Urox conſidering the Account of the 
primitive Church, contain'd in the Wri- 
tings of the New Teſtament, from whence 
the Arguments are deduced for Indepen- 


dency, and the Objections are raiſed a- 


gainſt a National Eſtabliſhment, I could 
not avoid making two Reflections. 


1. THAT 


* 
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1. THAT although there was no Na- 
tional Church in the Time of the Apoſ- 
tles, it follows not that there ſhould be 
none where a Nation has received the 
Religion of our Saviour. 


* 
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Tas impoſſible there ſhould be one 
at firſt, becauſe no Nation had embracd 
this Religion; but the Followers of Je- 
ſus were then few in Number, and in a 
State of dreadful Perſecution, from the 
Zews on the one Hand, and the Pagans 
on the other; ſo that no Argument can 
be faiily drawn from the hiſtorical Ac- 
count of the Church in its Infancy, for 
a Model of Government that ſhould be 
proper in its State of Maturity ; 'when, 
according to the Prophet's Words, Kings 
ſhould be its nurſing Fathers, and Queens 
ite nurſing Mothers. 


2. Wr are to obſerve further, that e- 
yen in the firſt Age of Chriſtianity we 
meet with nothing that favours. the inde- 
pendent Scheme, as taking place at that 
Time. ; * 
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For the Facts ſtand thus: The A- 
poſtles preach'd the Goſpel at Jern/alem, 
and their Labours were crown'd with 
Succeſs : Three thouſand were converted 
by one Sermon which St. Peter deliver'd, 
and many were datly added to the 
Church; ſo that there were many thou- 
fand Chriſtians in that Place, who were 
not diſtributed into independent Societies, 


but they were one Society, one Church, 


though ſo numerous, that doubtleſs they 
could not meet in the ſame Place at the 
ſame Time. And all theſe were under 
the Government of ſupreme and ſubor- 
dinate Miniſters, the Apoſtles and Elders. 
There were alſo divers Societies gather'd 
in other Places, by the Miniftration of 
the Apoſtles, and by Perſons whom they 
ſent out: Theſe Societies had their pro- 
per Officers, according as their Exigen- 
cies requir d. But they were ſo far from 
being in a State of Independency, that 


they could not ſettle their own Affairs 
without the Concurrence of the Apoſtles, 
or Perſons by them deputed to take Care 
of them: Wherefore a Charge was given 
to Titus, when he was conſtituted Biſhop 
of Crete, that he ſhould ſet in order the 
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Things which were wanting, and ordain 
Elders in every City. And when the 
Chriſtians in Antioch, Syria, and Cili- 
cia, had Debates among themſelves about 
a difficult Caſe, the Matter was referr'd 
to the Council at Feruſalem, and deter- 
mined by that Council; ſo remote from 
Independency was the State of the firſt 
Chriſtian Societies. 


We are to obſerve further, that as 
there are not any Traces of ſuch a 
Scheme 1n the Scriptural Account of the 
primitive Chriſtians, ſo neither have 
we any Plan drawn, any Rule laid down 
in the New Teſtament for the Form and 


[Diſcipline of the Church; only we have 


two very general Directions, That all 


Things ſhould be done decently and in 


* 5 That all Things ſpould be done 
to Edification. 


Tas being the State of the Caſe, with 


Regard to the New Teſtament, it mult 
be proper to conſider what Aſſiſtance the 


Old Teſtament will afford us in a Matter 


of ſo much Importance: And as my 


placing the Account of the Few 
Church 
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Church in a falſe Light, led me into 
the Miſtakes which I have now corrected, 
ſo I am perſuaded many others arc in the 
ſame Circumſtance ; for which Reaton 
I would point out the Error, and caution 
them againſt it. I allow that the Chriſ- 
tian Diſpenſation is as preferable to that 
of Moſes, as the perfect Day 1s to the 
Dawn of the Morning: That which the 
Jeu were under was full of Ceremonies, 


which our Saviour aboliſh'd, becauſe they 


were unſuitable to the Nature of his In- 


ſtitution : But 'twas certainly a Diſpen- 
{ation of true Religion, the general Views 
of it were the ſame with thoſe of the 
Goſpel, vis. the Bringing Men into 
a State of Conformity to the moral I- 
mage of God, and of Happineſs in his 


Fayour. From whence we may conclude 


that this Oeconomy, ſo far as it appears 
to have nothing in it, but what tends to 


promote the foremention'd End in one 
Age, as well as another, is a good Direc- 


' tory, a Pattern worthy to be followed. 
A Now, ſurely, no Reaſon can be aſſign'd, 
why a National Eſtabliſnment for Re- 
ligion ſhould be proper for the Jews, 
_Fand not for the Chriſtians ; and therefore 
2 D 


a Na- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


A SERMON preached at 
a National Church being appointed by 
God himſelf, as ſoon as the T/raelrtes 
were freed from their Eg tian Thral- 
dom, and preſerved by divine Providence 
amongſt them, notwithſtanding all the 
Changes through which they paſſed, a 
National Church being continued after 
the Almighty ceaſed to be their Politi- 
cal Head, and while they had Kings to 
go out and in before them; a National 
Church being recommended by the Prac- 
tice of our bleſſed Saviour, who ſepara- 
ted not from that of the Zews, but 
ſtrictly conform'd to its Rites, though 
*twas then ſunk very low, and in a 
corrupt diſorder'd State; this Form 
of a Church is recommended to us in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner. And upon this Foot 
tis caſy to account for what would o- 
therwiſe be a Defect in the Writings of 
the New Teſtament : ?Tis plain our Sa- 
viour expected we ſhould copy after that 
Church, whoſe Form was of a divine O- 
rignal, where he has left us at Liber- 
ty. And to this he ſeems to refer, when 
he ſays, Go teach, or diſciple all Nations, 
1. e. uſe your Endeavours, that every 
Nation may now become a Church, as the 
. Jewiſh 


* 
Lad 

* 

i" 
* 
65 

-£Y 
3 
* 
4 # 
11 
. 
1 
* 
* 
4 
- 
4 
< 
* 
* 


ver. Tis granted, 


St. Leonard's, Foſter-Lane. 


Jewiſh Nation hath been for many Ce- 
Aerations. 


THe Point being thus ſettled about 
the Form of the Church, an unayoida- 
ble Conſequence 1s, that Infants are to 
be initiated ; becauſe Circumciſion, with 
whatever temporal Views it was appointed, 


muſt be acknowledged alſo a Religious 


Rite; and had our Saviour . aboliſhed 
this, and reſtrained that which he ſubſti- 
tuted in the Room of it to adult Per- 
ſons, the ZFews would have been furniſh, 
ed with a ſtrong Obje&ion againſt his 
Inſtitution, ſince no Reaſon can be aſ- 
ſign'd why Infants are not as capable of 
being initiated under the Goſpel, as they 
were under the Law. On this Head I 
add, it ſeems plain, that Chriſt adopted 


this Rite from the Jews, who baptiz'd 


Men, Women, and Children, in the 


Caſe of Profelytes ; as he took the other 
Sacrament moſt probably from the Poſt- 


cœnium at the Celebration of the Paſſo- 
indeed, that the 
Miſehna, which mentions this Cuſtom, 
is leſs antient than the Writings of the 


\ New Teſtament, it being colle&ed about 
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A SERMON preached at 


the End of the ſecond Century : But 
that the Cuſtom which it mentions was 
more antient, we may ſafely conclude ; 
for it cannot be ſuppoſed that the eus, 
who were the Chriſtian's moſt implaca- 
ble Enemies, would take the Rite from 
them. Now if it be allow'd that our 
Lord adopted it, the Conſequence 1s, 
that he intended the Subjects of it 
ſhould be Children, as well as adult 
Perſons, ſince he has not told us the 
contrary, His directing his Miniſters 
firſt to teach, and his making Repentance 
and Faith neceſſary in the Cale of adult 
Perſons, he might reaſonably judge would 
not be conſtrued, nor hath it been by 
any Number of People, as an Excluſion 
of Infants, who had always been Part 
of the Church of God : Nay, he plainly 
intimated they were to be ſo ſtill, when 
he ſaid, of ach, not of ſuch like, is the 
Kingdom of Heaven, i. e. the Goſpel 
Church, according to the moſt common 
Acceptation of the Phraſe in the Sacred 
Writings. So the Apoſtle Paul informs 
us, that the Children of believing Pa- 
rents are not unclean, but holy; that 
an unbelicying Parent, remaining ſuch, 
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was ſo ſanctified by, not to, the other a 
Believer, that the Child was accounted 
holy, . e. was initiated and brought 
within the Pale of the Church. 


TE Sum of the Argument is, that ſince 
Infants were always taken into the exter- 
ternal Adminiftration of true Religion, 
from the Time of Abraham to that of 
our Lord; fince there was a folemn 
Rite by which they were initiated, and 
the Parents were obliged to give them a 
religious Education ; fince we have Rea- 
ſon to believe Chriſt took this Cuſtom 
from the Zews, and he has not intimated 
that the Subjects of it ſhould be reſtrain'd, 
but the contrary ; we have a ſufficient 


Warrant for the Baptiſing of Infants :. 


Nay, an entire Silence on this Head had 


been enough, when Things were ſo cir- 


cumſtanced ; which is the Meaning of 
Dr. Wall's Argument, when he pleads 


for baptizing Infants, becauſe Chriſt has 
not forbid it. 


Triumphs of his Antagoniſt might have 


been very well {par'd*, who could not Reflexioos on 
1 = - 77 P H 1 
2 ſuppoſe that any Man in his Senſes would 5 


And, therefore, all the 


11 


tory of Infant- 


alert, the not forbidding Infant-Baptiſm, , 
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ſeperated from the Circumſtances which 
made a Prohibition neceſſary, would war- 
rant the Practice of it. 


FRo what I have ſaid it appears that 
we have no Occaſion to found the Cuſ- 


tom of baptizing Infants meerly on the 
Tradition of the Church : Yet the Decree 


of the African Council, Aun. Dom. 254. 


in which were ſeventy Biſhops, all agreed 
about the Subjects of Baptiſm, is of ſome 


Weight; for hence it appears, that if 


Infant-Baptiſm be an Innovation, it muſt 
have crept in, even while thoſe Perſons 
were alive who converſed with the A- 
poſtles, at leaſt, had the certain Know- 
ledge of their Sentiment and Practice; 
and to ſuppoſe this, is, in my Account, 
very abſurd. 


Is the Mode of adminſtring Baptiſm, 
which is uſed in the Church, and by moſt 
of the Diſſenters, be objected againſt, I 
reply, That the Church allows of Dip- 


ping the Child, if notice be given to the 
Adminiſtrator, that it can bear it But 


ſince all the Ends of the Inſtitution may 
be equally anſwered by any Waſhing 


with 
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with Water, Dipping cannot be eſſential : 
Should there be no Climates that will 


not admit of Immerſion ; yet in all 


Climates there may be Caſes, in which 
*twould evidently be prejudicial : And 
ſince we are not to expect a Miracle to 
be wrought for us, ſurely any Method 


of Adminiſtration, by which the Ends 


of the Solemnity may be anſwer'd, is pre- 
ferable to an Omiſſion, unleſs our Sa- 
viour had ſaid, Zou ſhall never initiate 
without Dipping : Whereas the Word 
BzTTiCw, which he has uſed, does not 
neceſſarily import Dipping ; for, ttis 
faid, that the Phar:i/ee who engaged our 
Lord to dine with him, marvelled that 
he had not firſt waſhed before Dinner, 
Luke xi. 38. Oris Tewror gGanliotn, 
That he was not firſt baptized. There 
is no Intimation in the Writings of the 
New Teſtament, that they were wont 
to be dipped before Dinner ; and fince, 
as the Author of the Reflexions on Dr. 
Walls Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm allows, 
the Rabbins are on Dr.Pocock's Side, who 
aflerts, That they did not immerge the 
whole Body in Water, when they came 
from Market, 1 belieye the Teſtimony 
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of Vatablus and Grotins againſt them will 
have very little Weight with unprejudic'd 
Enquirers. Wherefore a Perſon may be 
baptiz*d, without being dipped, in a Scrip- 
tural Senſe of the Word. And the ſame 
Author of theRcflexions allows, that even 
Baie, is uſed in ſome Caſes where there 


was no Immerſion, as, for the Smearing the. 


Face with a Waſh, by Ar:/tophanes 3 and 
for ſtaining the Hand with preſſing or 
{queezing, by Ariſtotle: But he ſays this is 
a metaphorical Senſe, and alludes to Dying 
by Dipping. Be it ſo; yet the Inſtances 
prove that the Application of a Liquid 
is called baptizing, where there is no Im- 
merſion: And the fame Metaphor may 
juſtify the Uſe of Barlige, for pouring 
Water in Chriſtian Baptiſm, that being 
{ymbolical of an inward Change, which 


alters the Complexion of the Soul, and 


gives it a quite different Appearance 
from what it once had. And if we con- 
{ider that Baptiſm is a Sign, we ſhall 
find every Thing to be ſhadow'd forth, 
is ſufficiently repreſented by lay ing down 
the Child in the Miniſter's Arm, and 
pouring Water on it. 


THR 


Education of Children, 
great Service; and if it be granted, 
2 many undertake that which they never 
F. perform, this, indeed, is an Abuſe, but it 
will not Farniſh us with an Argument 
1 againſt the Uſe of Sponſors. 
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THe Sign of the Croſs being expreſly 
declar'd by the Church, in her thirtieth 
Canon, to be no Part of Baptiſm, but 
only a ſignificative Ceremony ſubſequent 
thereupon, ſurely there can be no juſt 


Ground to ſcruple the Uſe of it. 


As for the Sponſors in Baptiſm, our 


1 may tell us, that if proper Per- 


ſo far as it 
ſhall be in their Power, for the religious 


ſons be choſen to undertake, 


00 


Is it objected that we pray by a Form? 


| The Caſe is the ſame in ſocial Worſhip, 


wich all but the Perſon who leads there- 
in: There is this Difference, indeed, be- 
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4 


Icy 


tween thoſe of the Church and the Diſ- 
ſenters; the former uſe a Compoſition 


which his been the Fruit of great La- 
bour and Study; the latter join in a 
YPrayer which the Miniſter puts toge- 
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ther on a ſudden : But it is im poſſible for 
any to perform ſocial Prayer without 
uling a Form, which one of the Society 
muſt make or find for the reſt ; ſo little 


is there in the Objection againſt Forms in 
general. And as for this particular Ser- 


vice of the Church of Euglaud, I am 
perſuaded if none were bred up with 
Prejudices againſt it, twould be uni- 
verſally admir'd. I might fill many 
Diſcourſes with marking the Beau- 
tics of it : But I muſt only obſerye, 
that there 1s a charming Variety in it, to 
preſerve the Attention, and to prevent 
the Worſhip from growing tedious; that 
a ſeraphick Strain runs through it, 
to continue the Warmth of our De- 
votion ; that tis ſo full and copious, we 
can want nothing which we are not led 
to deſire in ſuitable Petitions ; and there | Þ 
are proper Thankſgivings for all the 
Mercies we have receiv'd and enjoy. We 
are brought alſo to an intimate Acquain- 
tance with thoſe Heavenly Odes which 
were composꝰd by the Royal Poct, the 
Sweet Singer of 1/raet, a Portion of his 
Pſalms making Part of our Daily, Morn- 
ing, and Eyening Deyotions ; and we 3 
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arè conducted into the Storehouſe of di- 
wit Truths when the Leſſons are read, 
that we may be made wiſe unto Salva- 
tion, that Almighty God by the Word 
of his Grace may build us up, and give 


us an Inheritance amongſt them who are 


ſanctified. 


Tur Ceremonies of the Church are 


few and decent, and they have a proper 
Signification. In ordering theſe, ſhe has 
well judg'd that the middle Way is the 
beſt; neither leaying the Worſhip naked, 
which ſuits not the Temper of Man, 
while he is converſant with the Objects 
of Senſe, nor multiplying Rites, like the 
Romiſh Church, ſo as to ſpoil or leſſen 
our Devotion. And if it be ſaid that the 
Ceremonies in themſelves are not to be 
diſlik'd, but their being impos'd is the 
Ground of Objection; it muſt be remem- 
ber'd, that as many Things are left 


to the Diſcretion of the Church, this is 


no more than what every Society inſiſts 
on for itſelf, that even indifferent Things 
ſettled by the Majority, ſhall be conſent- 
cd to by the Minority, 
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